The Volunteer
Lawyers Project

About the VLP
Cofounded by Legal Aid Society of
Greater Cincinnati and The Cincinnati
Bar Association in 1982, The Volunteer
Lawyers Project (VLP) recruits, trains
and supports volunteer attorneys who
provide access to justice for low-income
individuals who do not have the resources
to pay for legal representation. The VLP
serves as the official pro bono program of
the Cincinnati, Brown, Butler, Clermont,
Clinton, Highland, and Warren County
Bar Associations.

How the VLP Works
The VLP conducts an initial client
interview to determine an individual’s
financial eligibility and the type of case.
Once eligibility is determined, our staff
will place the case with a volunteer
attorney. We send the volunteer attorney’s
contact information to the client.

What We Do: Full
Representation
Our volunteer attorneys provide full
representation to resolve a wide variety
of issues including divorce and custody
disputes, bankruptcy, eviction and
foreclosure defense, and tax disputes. To
learn more about the types of cases we
address, go to https://vlpcincinnati.org/
what-we-do/.

What We Do: Clinics
The VLP operates clinics that are
opportunities for volunteer attorneys to
provide advice and counsel. We conduct
Divorce Clinics in six counties, with
support of Legal Aid paralegals. We offer
a Family Law Clinic, in partnership with
Hamilton County Domestic Relations
Court, to assist low-income individuals
filing for divorce on their own, and a
Custody and Companionship Clinic,
in partnership with Hamilton County
Juvenile Court, to help relatives establish
legal custody of children whose parents
can no longer care for them. The VLP also
conducts Wills and Advance Planning,
Veterans, and Citizenship Clinics.

How We Support
Volunteer Attorneys
Legal Aid attorneys with experience in
the practice area are available for back-up
support in most cases. The VLP provides
malpractice insurance to cover our
volunteer attorneys when they handle VLP
cases. We also offer free CLE programs
to volunteer attorneys who accept two
or more pro bono cases in a year. If the
client’s first language is not English, our
volunteer attorneys can use Affordable
Language Services free of charge. For more
information, go to https://vlpcincinnati.
org/volunteer/how-vlp-supports-itsvolunteers/

Volunteer Today!
It’s easy to sign up at https://vlpcincinnati.
org/volunteer/vlp-registration/

Did you know?
Any attorney licensed to practice in Ohio
can sign up to volunteer for the VLP.
Attorneys employed by corporations and
not admitted to the full practice of law in
Ohio may do pro bono work for clients of
qualified legal aid organizations.

Questions?
Call (513) 362-2828 or email
JessicaRamos@lascinti.org for more
information.
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